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weak after their adventurous history. It was true, said the
Gennans, that the British had founded a great Empire, but
they did not deserve to hold it because they had not the strength
to defend it. They did not even train their youth to military
service. They were lazy and inefficient. Their Empire was
held together only by sentiment and bluff, ' A thing that is
wholly a sham/ wrote Treitschke, * cannot in this universe of
ours endure for ever/

German Imperialists were exasperated because our Empire
stood in the way of their colonial development. They were
perturbed* when King Edward VII. and his statesmen,
conscious of these German ambitions, patched up their
differences with France and established the Entente Cordiale
between the two nations. They were outraged when in 1911
France occupied Fes in Morocco, and when Great Britain
refused to allow Germany to make a naval base at Agadir on
the North African coast. The British Fleet with sealed orders
lay ready to put to sea, and Lloyd George, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, announced in a dramatic way that at all
hazards Great Britain would maintain her place and commerce
among the great powers of the world. That speech was
regarded as direct challenge by German Imperialists. They
believed it to be a threat of war aa the event of Germany
trampling upon French claims in Morocco. From that
moment the German military party prepared for a war which
they considered inevitable if their destiny wete to be fulfilled.

There was a strong party in Germany in favour of the war,
yet with all their faith in the invincibility of the German
Army they were not without uneasy fears. On their Eastern
frontier was the great Slav race, and Russia was in military
alliance with Frau ace, By sheer weight of numbers a hostile
Russia would be formidable. In East Prussia this menace
was a nightmare to people who knew that their homes and
fields would be tit impled down by the Rtyssian hordes if they
once began to move, German writers p /ayed upon the fears
of the people while they inflamed their passion. They